
This year Kehilat Mevasseret Zion will celebrate its “Bat Mitzvah” — 12 years
since the congregation was founded.  In this newsletter we have chosen to spotlight

the activities of the kindergartens and youth groups during the past year.



Greeting from Rabbi Maya Leibovich
Upon entering a new home, a mezuzah is affixed to the doorway.  All homes that have a mezuzah share a
Brit (covenant) as a people of God.

Our synagogue-community center will be a house of prayer for all the residents of Mevasseret Zion.  It will
be a house of study and a center of social justice activities.

Before entering the premises for the first time, we plan to affix a new mezuzah and bring in the Sefer Torah.
We have been blessed with many, many friends and supporters whose help Ñ  both tangible and moral Ñ
has enabled us to reach this stage.  We are fortunate to have been gifted with a new Torah mantel, by Marlene
and Robert Belstock of Los Altos, CA.  It was created especially for us by the talented artist, Ina Golub.

We shall have a few celebrations to mark the entry into our new home.  The first one will take place on September 30, when we affix
the mezuzah and bring in the Sefer Torah, carried by Marlene and Robert Belstock.

The second ceremony will be the Chanukat Bayit in March 2006, when we will be joined by our many donors and hopefully,
if the major naming gift of the building surface, we shall have a naming of the building ceremony.

Tradition teaches us that the more ceremonies Ñ  the merrier.

The many religious, educational and community activities that are planned throughout the year, require a vast
investment of time, effort and soul.  These activities would not be possible without your ongoing generosity

and support Ñ  no matter how great or small.  For this, our heartfelt thanks!

Some of KMZÕs activities are supported by funds from the Jewish Agency.

Planning Ahead Ñ Giving a hand to the Building

Friends, Supporters & Members

From the moment that the new building is dedicated and its doors open, there will be ongoing maintenance and
overhead costs.  If you would like to see a busy, active building Ð a center that continues to grow and developÉ

Then express that desire through a contribution to the BuildingÕs Maintenance Fund.  Every cent counts.

A Personal Note from KMZÕs Chairperson
For me, living here in Israel, is the ultimate
expression of: "Never a dull moment". As I
write this letter, we Israelis are going through
yet another significant stage of our lives as
Zionists in Israel. Several events are taking
place simultaneously:  (1) the ongoing terrorist
bombings are a constant reminder of our
struggle to maintain a Jewish homeland; (2)

the disengagement process, the ramifications of which we still
cannot fully comprehend in regards to our future relations with
the Palestinians.  It is clear that this phase will have a significant
bearing on the Israeli society and the relations between the
Israeli Jews who feel that this stage is essential if we wish to
maintain a Jewish democratic state, and those who feel that the
land was given to us by the Lord and no human being is entitled
to: "give it away"!!!  (3) Mevasseret Zion is a small community
but the Separation Fence that is being erected the length of the
country in order to try and protect us and improve our safety,
is being built just 400 meters from our new synagogue!!! (4)
Our sons and some of us as well (including yours truly), are
and will be involved in the IDF's mission to carry out the
disengagement.  Those of you who visited us in the past few
months may have observed that across the country people had
tied ribbons to their clothes, purses & backpacks, either orange
(for) or blue (against) the disengagement. Yes, it's all happening
here, and all at the same time!! Whilst dealing with all the above,
we need to find the strength and energy to deal with the things
that have, and will have for a long time a critical influence on
our quality of life as Liberal Jews in Israel!! You all remember
that the first kinder garden of our community was torched by
anti-reform residents of Mevasseret. And now, only a few years
later our community is flourishing!!! We now have 3
kindergartens, in a brand new building; the number of paying
members and supporters continues to grow each year; and most
important of all, we have kept our word and the upcoming High
Holidays, the services will be held in our new home!!!
All of this could not have been accomplished without the
enormous support we have received from you, our congregants,
friends and supporters abroad. Many people are hoping and
praying that we will fail. Your continuing support will help us
realize our vision of Liberal, Reform Judaism here in Mevasseret
Zion, the gateway to Jerusalem!!! I want to wish you all a
Happy New Year, Leshana Tova Ticatevo Ve Techatemo.
Thank you all for your support and partnership.  I call on all
to increase their involvement, turn interest into active support.
 Those of you who have not yet turned Mevasseret in to their
ÒHome in IsraelÓ, now is the time too visit us and become our
partners in building our home!!

Shana Tova.

Yours Truly,
Yaron Shavit, KMZ Chairperson

TIME BANK

Kehilat Mevasseret ZionÕs newest project is a community-
based ÒTime BankÓ.  A Time Bank provides a framework for
participants to 'deposit' their time in the bank by giving practical
help and support to others. They are then eligible to 'withdraw'
their accumulated hours when they require the service of
someone else. Everyone's time is worth the same and a broker
links people up and keeps records. People help each other
with everything from making phone calls to sharing meals
and giving lifts to the store - anything that brings them together.
 In a Time Bank everyone becomes both a giver and a receiver.

GOALS:

1)  Meet local needs: This process will bring together groups
from varied socio-econ    omic-ethnic backgrounds who
would not normally come into contact with one another.

2)  Develop skills and resources in the community:
Initially we will strive to develop a mutual support network
for one another within the congregation and then move
outward into the larger community.  The Time Bank provides
a way for those most in need to access assistance and services,
and to share their own skills.

3)  Build networks between people and organisations for
wider community benefit:  The Time Bank is also a way
to develop a positive profile with local residents.

4)  Catalyze local community activities:  People often
donate their credits to the Time Bank account (or to someone
else) if they have no need for them themselves. These hours
can be utilized for holiday parties for local children or senior
citizens; neighborhood transport to medical/dental clinics;
visiting house-bound seniors; peer mentoring in Bar/Bat
Mitzvah workshops.

WHO GETS INVOLVED IN A TIME BANK?

Anyone and everyone. A Time Bank is open to all ages,
ethnicities and cultural and socio-economic levels.

A TIME BANK CAN HELP TO:

● Bring people together in a spirit of equality
● Value and record contributions to community life
● Build an individualÕs confidence and skills
● Build organisational capacity
● Build community networks and knowledge
● Get things done that wouldnÕt get done otherwise (by

funding in time credits)
● Encourage community participation

 How can you help Kehilat Mevasseret Zion and ensure
the future of Progressive Judaism in Israel?

Simply complete and return this coupon now !!!
$100 - Overseas Membership:  $3,000 Ñ  Lifetime Patron:  $1,000 Ñ  Major Donor:  $360 Ñ  Associate:
 $180 Ñ  Sponsor:  $120 Ñ  Friend:  $180 Ñ  Brick Fund:  Other (please specify) - _______________________

Name of Contributor: __________________________________________________________________

Address (inc. zip code): _________________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

Please make check payable to ÒKehilat Mevasseret ZionÓ in your own currency and mail to:  Kehilat
Mevasseret Zion, P.O.B. 40148, Mevasseret Zion 90805.

Email:  kamaz@zahav.net.il


